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EPORT  OF  aiEDICRL  OFFICER  OF  HERLTH 


For  the  Year  1897. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  C.  H,  W.  Bennett. 

Population  of  Census  of  1891  12,505 

Estimated  Population  in  1897  13,000 

Area  in  Acres 40,155 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  living  29'46 

Death-rate  per  1,000  living 16*15 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births 96*60 

Births  registered  in  1897  383 

Deaths  registered  in  1897  210 

Death-rate  from  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases *38 


The  whole  District  for  Registration  purposes  is  divided  into  3 Sub-districts.  These 
are  as  follows  : — 


1.  Church  Hulme  having  an  area  of  14,912  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of 

3,000.  It  includes  Goostrey-cum-Barnshaw,  Blackden,  Twemlow,  Cranage 
Leese,  Cotton,  Church  Hulme,  Swettenham,  Kermincham,  Brereton-cum- 
Smethwick,  and  Davenport. 

2.  Congleton,  having  an  area  of  7,886  aci’es,  and  an  estimated  population  of  1,131. 

It  includes  Somerford,  Somerford  Booths,  Hulme  Walfield,  Radnor,  Newbold, 
Astbury,  and  Moreton-cum- Alcumlow. 

3.  Sandbach,  having  an  area  of  17,357  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  8,869. 

It  includes  Smallwood,  Odd  Rode,  Chiu’ch  Lawton,  Hassall,  Betchton, 
Wheelock,  Arclid,  Brad  wall,  Tetton,  Moston,  and  Elton. 

The  Birth-rates  of  these  Districts  are  Congleton  31*8,  Holmes  Chapel  23*3,  Sandbach 
32*7.  The  Death-rates  of  these  Disti*icts  are  Congleton  15*03,  Holmes  Chapel  *16, 
Sandbach  14*5 

Infant  Mortulit}/. — Thirty-six  deaths  recorded  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eighty  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to  me,  60  of 
Scarlatina,  7 Diphtheria,  1 Typhoid,  1 Puerperal,  1 1 Erysipelas. 

Scarlatina. — Of  the  60  cases  notified,  42  wei*e  in  the  Sandbach  District,  1 1 in  Church 
Hulme,  and  7 in  the  ('onglcton  District.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlatina. 

Dii)htheria.. — Of  the  7 cases  notified,  2 were  in  the  Sandbach  District,  2 in  Church 
Hulme,  and  3 in  the  Congleton  Sub-District,  all  the  cases  recovered. 

Typhoid. — -One  case  was  notified,  and  that  occurred  in  Holmes  Chapel.  I paid 
particular  attention  in  watching  the  neighbourhood  where  the  case  occurred.  1 saw  the 
Medical  Attendant  and  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  this  case  arose  from  eating  undigestible 
food.  This  case  was  notified  just  at  the  time  there  were  epidemics  of  Typhoid  in  several 
parts  of  the  country,  notably  at  Maidstone  and  King’s  Lynn,  but  I am  thankful  to  say  no 
other  case  occurred  in  the  district  for  several  months,  which  was  very  satisfactory.  The 
case  terminated  fatally  in  a few  days. 

Erysipelas. — One  occurred  in  Sandbach,  6 in  Congleton  Sub-District,  none  in  Church 


Measles. — Wfcre  very  prevalent  in  tlie  Autumn  throughout  the  county,  and  we  were 
visited  to  an  alarming  extent.  In  this  disease  the  Local  Government  Board  think  it 
advisable  in  an  epidemic  of  any  extent  to  close  the  Schools,  as  it  is  in  the  first  stage  of  the 
disease  that  it  is  chiefly  communicated  when  the  parents  send  their  children  to  School 
under  the  impression  that  tliey  are  simply  suffering  fi-om  an  Influenza  Cold.  I advised 
the  closure  of  the  Schools  at  Brereton,  Swettenham,  Church  Hulme,  and  Cranage.  The 
epidemic  subsided,  but  unfortunately  4 deaths  occurred  in  the  district  from  complications 
following  Measles. 

Phthisis. — There  were  9 deaths,  1 in  Congleton  Sub-District,  2 in  Arclid  Workhouse, 
3 in  Sandbach,  and  3 in  Church  Hidme. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis. — There  were  30  fatal  cases. 

Injiuenza. — Three  fatal  cases  in  Sandbach,  1 in  Arclid  Workhouse. 

Smallpox. — No  cases  occurred  within  the  district. 

Injuries. — There  were  1 1 deaths  from  this  cause. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  of  great  use,  2 cases  being 
admitted  from  the  College  at  Holmes  Chapel,  one  being  Scarlatina  and  the  other 
Diphtheria,  and  three  came  from  Sandbach  District,  one  from  the  Urban  and  two  from  the 
District  in  this  Division.  The  cases  from  the  College  at  Holmes  Chapel  occurred  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Summer,  and  I admitted  them  the  day  after  I received  notification,  and  I 
think  by  the  quick  removal  prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease  through  the  whole  College. 
I Avas  A’ery  chary  at  receiving  the  case  of  Diphtheria  Avith  the  Scarlatina  in  at  the  same 
time,  but  I Avas  assured  that  the  Diphtheric  patient  had  had  Scarlatina,  thereby  rendering 
the  likelihood  of  her  taking  it  very  remote.  Tavo  of  the  cases  of  Scarlatina  I admitted 
because  the  parents  had  removed  the  first  case  to  a cottage  in  the  middle  of  a row  of 
houses  in  Avhich  there  Avere  several  children,  a most  improper  place  to  have  removed  them 
to,  as  it  might  have  spread  the  complaint  to  all  the  children  in  the  roAv,  but  I am  glad  to 
say  no  case  has  since  occurred  there.  My  best  thanks  arc  due  to  Mr.  Ferrand  for  the 
A'aluable  assistance  he  has  given  me  Avhen  any  cases  have  been  admitted,  and  also  to  Mr. 
Young  for  keeping  the  Hospital  aired  and  helping  the  inmates  on  their  arrh'al.  The 
ambulance  Avas  used  in  fetching  the  patients,  and  afterwards  it  was  Avell  disinfected. 

Water  Supply. — Most  parts  of  the  district  are  Avell  supplied  with  Avater,  Bode  Heath 
and  Thurhvood  being  the  places  most  in  Avant.  I am  very  glad  the  Council  is  endeavouring 
to  obtain  water  for  Holmes  Chapel.  I think  it  is  very  necessary,  and  the  scheme  they 
liaA'e  in  vicAv,  besides  being  a good  one,  Avill  A^ery  nearly  if  not  quite  pay  for  itself. 

Inspector's  Report. — Your  Inspector  reports  that  during  the  year  he  has  made  3,200 
visits  in  A^arious  parts  of  the  district.  The  number  of  Nuisances  reported  and  abated 
Avere  195.  Nine  samples  of  Avater  Avere  sent  for  analysis,  and  1 Avater  certificate  granted. 
Five  cases  of  oA'orcroAvding  dealt  Avith.  The  seAvers  have  been  kept  in  goodAvorking  order, 
and  the  irrigation  ground  at  hloAV  Cop,  Mount  Pleasant,  LaAvton,  and  Holmes  Chapel 
have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  proved  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  have  been  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

Canal  Boats. — Fifty-five  have  been  inspected. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — These  haA'C  been  found  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Dairies. — Nothing  has  been  found  calling  for  any  interference. 

C.  H.  WENTWORTH  BENNETT. 


Fchrnary  2oth,  7898. 


It.  Head,  Printer,  “ Conyieton  Chronicle”  Offer. 
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